
MAJOR sounds “bright” 
 
MINOR sounds “dark” 
 
Many pieces move back and forth from MAJOR to MINOR (such as the Haydn 
Symphony on tonight’s program); The first movement is in G minor; the last two 
movements are in G major. 
 
Imagine a landscape in full sunshine; that’s a visual metaphor for MAJOR 
Imagine a cloud covering the sun in that landscape; that’s a visual metaphor for 
MINOR 
 


