intentionality

internal relation

ley, who introduced the term, also used it to
name the [purported] fallacy that the artist’s
aims are relevant to determining the success of a
work ol art; however, this distinct usage has not
gained general currency.) Wimsatt and Beardsley
were formalists; they held that interpretation
should focus purely on the work of art itself and
should exclude appeal to biographical informa-
tion about the artist, other than information con-
cerning the private meanings the artist attached
to his words. .

Whether the intentional fallacy is in fact a fal-
lacy is a much discussed issue within aesthetics.
Intentionalists deny that it is: they hold that the
meaning of a work of art is fixed by some set of
the artist’s intentions. For instance, Richard
Wollheim (Painting as an Art) holds that the mean-
ing of a painting is fixed by the artist’s fulfilled
intentions in making it. Other intentionalists
appeal not to the actual artist’s intentions, but to
theintentions of the implied or postulated artist, a
construct of criticism, rather than a real person.

See also AESTHETIC FORMALISM, AESTHET-
ICS, INTENTION. B.Ga.

intentionality, aboutness. Things that are about
other things exhibit intentionality. Beliefs and
other mental states exhibit intentionality, but so,
in a derived way, do sentences and books, maps
and pictures, and other representations. The
adjective ‘intentional’ in this philosophical sense
is a technical term not to be confused with the
more familiar sense, characterizing something
done on purpose. Hopes and fears, for instance,
are not things we do, not intentional acts in the
latter, familiar sense, but they are intentional
phenomena in the technical sense: hopes and
fears are about various things.

The term was coined by the Scholastics in the
Middle Ages, and derives from the Latin verb
intendo, ‘to point (at)’ or ‘aim (at)’ or ‘extend
(toward)’. Phenomena with intentionality thus
point outside of themselves to something else:
whatever they are of or about. The term was
revived by the nineteenth-century philosopher
and psychologist Franz Brentano, who claimed
that intentionality defines the distinction
between the mental and the physical; all and
only mental phenomena exhibit intentionality.
Since intentionality is an irreducible feature of
mental phenomena, and since no physical phe-
nomena could exhibit it, mental phenomena
could not be a species of physical phenomena.
This claim, often called the Brentano thesis or
Brentano’s irreducibility thesis, has often been
cited to support the view that the mind cannot
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be the brain, but this is by no means generally
accepted today.

There was a second revival of the term in the
1960s and 1970s by analytic philosophers, in par-
ticular Chisholm, Sellars, and Quine. Chisholm
attempted to clarify the concept by shifting to a
logical definition of intentional idioms, the terms
used to speak of mental states and events, rather
than attempting to define the intentionality of
the states and events themselves. Intentional
idioms include the familiar “mentalistic” terms of
folk psychology, but also their technical counter-
parts in theories and discussions in cognitive sci-
ence, ‘X believes that p,” and ‘X desires that ¢’ are
paradigmaticintentional idioms, but according to
Chisholm’s logical definition, in terms of referen-
tial opacity (the failure of substitutivity of coex-
tensive terms salva veritate), so are such less
familiar idioms as ‘X stores the information that
p"and ‘X gives high priority to achieving the state
of affairs that ¢’

Although there continue to be deep divisions
among philosophers about the proper definition
or treatment of the concept of intentionality,
there is fairly widespread agreement that it
marks a feature — aboutness or content — that is
central to mental phenomena, and hence a cen-
tral, and difficult, problem that any theory of
mind must solve.

See also BRENTANO, FOLK PSYCHOLOGY,
QUANTIFYING IN, REFERENTIALLY TRANSPAR-
ENT. D.CD.

intentional object. See BrENTANO.
intentional species. See sQuiNas, ARISTOTLE.

interchangeability salva veritate. See susstTu-
TIVITY SALVA VERITATE.

internalism, epistemological. See episTEMOLOGY.

internalism, motivational. See MOTIVATIONAL INTER-
NALISM.

internalism, reasons. See EXTERNALISM.
internal necessity. See NECESsITY.

internal negation. See NEGATION.

internal realism. See PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE.
internal reason. See EXTERNALISM.

internal relation. See RELATION.



